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Dresden focuses on sustainable urban development for a climate-friendly 
future 
City of Dresden, DREWAG and Vonovia actively engage in climate protection 
 
Dresden, 25 September 2019. Solar power from in-house solar systems for tenants, commitment to e-mobility 
- together with the city administration, DREWAG and Vonovia are driving the energy revolution forward: as a 
result of good cooperation, the housing company has replaced three pool vehicles with combustion engines 
with three electric vehicles. Today, DREWAG- Stadtwerke Dresden GmbH handed over two charging points on 
the Vonovia employee parking lot. 
 

 
 
“Vonovia is aware of its social and ecological responsibility”, underlines Stefanie Hufen, innovation manager at 
Vonovia. “We are not only landlords, but also employers and a part of the Dresden urban society. It is 
therefore important for us to actively contribute to climate protection.” 
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Dresden as Lighthouse for Smart-City-Solutions 
The housing company is currently working with the state capital Dresden and municipal utility DREWAG in the 
EU project „MAtchUP“, to test how living can be designed in an environmentally conscious and sustainable 
manner and at the same time significantly improves the quality of life of citizens. “Dresden is on its way to a 
smart city”, says Dr. Robert Franke, Head of the Business Development Department. “With its strong 
technological expertise and excellent research facilities, Dresden is in a position to develop solutions that can 
serve as models for other cities. In many areas, such as road traffic, we have already implemented intelligent 
concepts”, Dr. Franke continues. “With MAtchUP we are participating in a European project and can thus be a 
pioneer for the development of an urban charging infrastructure” explains the chief of the Dresden business 
development. 
 
In "MAtchUP", Saxony's state capital, together with numerous partners, is further developing its vision for the 
future of sustainable living in an innovative city with attractive mobility concepts and a sustainable electricity 
and heat supply. The EU project began in November 2017 and will run until September 2022. 
 
Johannstadt becomes a smart city district 
The municipality intends to further expand its leading role as a Smart City and to establish itself as a pilot city 
for e-mobility. Among other things, more than 30 charging points for electric vehicles will be installed. The 
focus of the 48 individual measures also includes energy supply, energy efficiency, digitization and citizen 
participation.  The pilot district is Johannstadt, which is to become a smart urban district. 
 
Vonovia is also participating with its extensive housing stock. For example, the company is providing the roof 
of the residential block at Blasewitzer Strasse 36 a-c so that DREWAG can install and operate a photovoltaic 
system. The solar power generated there can be purchased by the residents of the house at a favourable rate, 
the so-called "tenant flow". “This is an opportunity to test in a pilot project how tenants can have a real 
advantage from the energy system transformation. They receive a favorable electricity price and can use 
proportionately the solar energy produced on their roof. Our focus is on the measurement and billing of such 
models”, says Frank Arnold, head of enery procurement, sales and marketing at DREWAG. 
 
Vonovia tests electric vehicles 
DREWAG is also supporting Vonovia in changing over to e-mobility. The housing company is currently testing 
whether e-cars are suitable as pool vehicles. To this end, Vonovia has replaced three cars with combustion 
engines with three electric vehicles. DREWAG organized the leasing of these electric vehicles, provided the 
three eGolfs, and installed four charging points for them on the Vonovia employee parking lot. “Our 
employees should test-drive the vehicles by using them in daily operations”, explains Lidia Sieniuta, Regional 
Manager Dresden Middle-East at Vonovia. “The feedback from the first days has been positive: The cars can be 
driven very well, and so far there have been no problems with them.” 
 
Energy-efficient retrofitting as a contribution to climate protection 
Vonovia makes a significant contribution to climate protection through energy-efficient refurbishment and 
new buildings. "It is the German government's declared goal to make Germany's building stock almost climate-
neutral by 2050," says Lidia Sieniuta. "We consider this to be our duty, and that is why we want to continue to 
refurbish at least three percent of our building stock each year to make it more energy-efficient. Our projects 
here in Dresden - where we also started with our 1000 Roofs Programme - make an important contribution to 
this." 
 
As part of "MAtchUP", Vonovia is exemplarily retrofitting the Pfotenhauerstrasse 12-36 complex: "We decided 
on these buildings," says Sieniuta, "because the neighborhood environment had already been made more 
attractive by the "Socially Integrative City" project. The experience gained will then also be used to other 
refurbishment projects because the building type IW67 (ten-storey) is very common in Dresden. 
 
MAtchUP unites Vonovia with important partners 
"We are happy to support the EU's Smart City project because it is an important goal to create smarter, 
cleaner cities that can meet the challenges of climate change," underlines Stefanie Hufen. "Vonovia wants to 
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make the management of our buildings continuously more efficient. New solutions are needed, especially in 
the light of social challenges such as climate change and demographic change. To this end, we are pursuing the 
open innovation approach, not only by searching internally for new ideas, but also by advancing our 
innovation process together with external players such as research institutions, start-ups and exciting 
companies. MAtchUP in Dresden is therefore a highly attractive project for us that unites us with important 
partners". 
  
Further Information: 

www.dresden.de/matchup  

www.matchup-project.eu/cities/dresden/  

 

Further Inquiries:  

 City of Dresden, MAtchUP Office, Phone number: +49 351 488 87 99,  

E-Mail: matchup@dresden.de 

 
About MAtchUP 
MAtchUP is one of the lead projects of the initiative "Smart Cities and Communities" of the Framework Programme for 
Research and Innovation "Horizon 2020" of the European Union. MAtchUP stands for "MAximizing the UPscaling and 
replication potential of high level urban transformation strategies". Along with Valencia and Antalya, Dresden is one of 
the lighthouse cities of MAtchUP. They will develop and implement exemplary change strategies that can subsequently be 
used by other municipalities. 
 
About the City of Dresden: 
Under the leadership of the Office for Economic Development, the state capital Dresden is working with partners from 
business, science and administration as well as citizens on initiatives for sustainable urban development. Together they 
want to create an intelligent, sustainable city (Smart City) that can effectively meet the challenges of climate change. 
Dresden was selected in 2017 as part of the Europe-wide initiative "Horizon 2020 - Smart Cities and Communities" in 
order to implement the lighthouse project MAtchUP, supported by the European Commission, as a pioneering city 
alongside Valencia (Spain) and Antalya (Turkey). 
 
About DREWAG: 
DREWAG - Stadtwerke Dresden GmbH supplies around 300,000 customers with electricity, gas, district heating and 
drinking water. Rooted in Dresden the employees work for a secure and sustainable energy supply for the state capital. At 
the same time, the added value remains in the region. The majority of the electricity, district heating and drinking water 
are produced by the company itself. The employees are on site - Customer proximity and tailor-made energy services are 
just as much a part of DREWAG's strengths as environmentally friendly generation. As an employer and trainer, it is also 
an important job engine for Dresden and the surrounding area. 
 
About Vonovia 
Vonovia offers a home to around one million people in Germany. The average rent is 6.64 euros per square meter. The 
housing company is at the heart of society, which is why Vonovia's activities never only have an economic perspective, 
but also always a social perspective. Vonovia is involved in finding answers to the current challenges on the housing 
market. The company is committed to more climate protection, more apartments suitable for the elderly and good living 
conditions in the neighbourhoods. In cooperation with social institutions and the districts, Vonovia supports social and 
cultural projects that enrich neighborly community life. Vonovia is also involved in the most important social task at the 
moment: the construction of new housing. The focus of Vonovia's activities is on customers and their needs. On site, 
property managers and their own craftsmen take care of the tenants' concerns. This customer proximity ensures fast and 
reliable service. In addition, Vonovia invests generously in the maintenance of the buildings and develops residential 
services for a better quality of life. For questions in connection with rental contracts and service charge statements, the 
central customer service can be contacted via a regional telephone number, e-mail, fax, app or by post. Vonovia employs 
more than 10,000 people and is headed by Rolf Buch. 
 
Additional information:  
Admission: Regulated Market / Prime Standard, Frankfurt Stock Exchange ISIN: DE000A1ML7J1 WKN: A1ML7J Common Code: 094567408 Registered 
office of Vonovia SE: Bochum, Germany, Local Court Bochum, HRB 16879 Administration of Vonovia SE: Universitätsstraße 133, 44803 Bochum, Germany 
This press release has been prepared by Vonovia SE and/or its subsidiaries for information purposes only. This press release may contain statements, 
estimates, opinions and predictions regarding Vonovia's expected future development ("forward-looking statements") that reflect various assumptions 
regarding, for example, results that may be derived from Vonovia's current business or from public sources that have not been independently reviewed or 

http://www.dresden.de/matchup
http://www.matchup-project.eu/cities/dresden/
mailto:matchup@dresden.de
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evaluated in detail by Vonovia and that may later prove to be incorrect. All forward-looking statements reflect current expectations based on the current 
business plan and various other assumptions and involve significant risks and uncertainties. All forward-looking statements should therefore not be 
construed as a guarantee of future performance or results and are not necessarily indicators that the expected results will be achieved. All forward-
looking statements speak only as of the date this press release is issued to recipients. It is the responsibility of the recipients of this press release to make 
their own more specific judgements about the merits of forward-looking statements and the assumptions underlying them. Vonovia disclaims all liability 
for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential or punitive damages that recipients may incur as a result of their use of this press release or its contents, 
including without limitation any forward-looking statements, or in connection therewith, to the fullest extent permitted by law. Vonovia makes no 
representations or warranties (express or implied) with respect to the information contained in this press release. Vonovia is under no obligation to 
update or revise the information, forward-looking statements or conclusions contained in this press release or to incorporate any subsequent events or 
circumstances or correct any inaccuracies that may become known after the date of this release. 
 

This press release has been translated into English by City of Dresden, Business Development Department, 
MAtchUP-Office 
 
Further Publications (only in German): 
Three releases at local Newspaper (Morgenpost, DNN, Bild) 
One contribution in local television (link: https://www.sachsen-fernsehen.de/dresden-kuemmert-sich-mit-
drewag-und-vonovia-um-nachhaltige-stadtenwicklung-666379/) 
 
 

https://www.sachsen-fernsehen.de/dresden-kuemmert-sich-mit-drewag-und-vonovia-um-nachhaltige-stadtenwicklung-666379/
https://www.sachsen-fernsehen.de/dresden-kuemmert-sich-mit-drewag-und-vonovia-um-nachhaltige-stadtenwicklung-666379/

