
Dresden goes green and bids on sustainable mobility 
 

On 21 March, the Smart City of Dresden has been awarded by the EU for its sustainable 
mobility plan 
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Europe is at the forefront of fighting CO2 emissions. Every year the Union and its agencies organise 

numerous initiatives to raise the attention on the problem and stimulate national and local 

governments, private and public companies and citizens to opt for sustainable mobility.  
 
The European Mobility Week is the perfect example. The 2018 edition’s motto was “mix and move“, 

an encouragement for citizens to change how they travel. Boosting electric mobility and promoting 

carbon-free ways to travel is crucial for this. The City of Dresden is well aware of that, that’s why it‘s 
largely investing in sustainable mobility with a dedicated plan known as SUMP (Sustainable Urban 
Mobility Plan) which has as its central goal improving accessibility of urban areas and providing 
high-quality and sustainable mobility and transport to, through and within the urban area.  

 

Therefore, in the framework of the European Mobility Week, the Saxon capital applied for the 
"SUMP Award", the European prize for sustainable mobility. The "SUMP-Award" is awarded 
annually in the competition of European cities and the 2018 edition focused on intermodality. It is 

about the use of different means of transport on different routes in everyday life - depending on 

what is best suited: bicycles, public transport, walking or even cars. 
 
Finally, the city got the good news: Dresden was among the three finalists for the "7th SUMP 

Award" of the European Union, along with Greater Manchester and Basel. At the invitation of the 

EU Commissioner for Transport Violeta Bulc, Dresden Deputy Mayor for Transport Raoul Schmidt-
Lamontain travelled to Brussels on 21 March 2019 together with Frank Fiedler, the responsible 
planner at the city planning office. First place went to Greater Manchester. Dresden and Basel 

followed in second place. 
 

"Being among the finalists in a European competition for sustainable mobility is a great result for 
Dresden. The co-finalists show the league in which we are performing with our traffic and mobility 
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planning throughout Europe.  DVB AG and DREWAG are also involved in the implementation of our 

successful strategy, in addition to the state capital of Dresden, and we would like to thank them” 
said Raoul Schmidt-Lamontain, Deputy Mayor of Transport, with great pleasure. 
 

Part of the reward consisted in the recording of a short video focused on intermodal mobility in 

Dresden, which was presented at the award ceremony in Brussels. Important elements for the 
successful application were the cooperative mobility campaign "Multimobil. For you. For Dresden" 
(www.dresden.de/multimobil) held in 2017, the implementation of the Dresden MOBI points in 

2018 (www.dvb.de/mobi) and the intermodal applications developed in the course of the Smart 
City project MAtchUP, where Dresden is one of the 3 European lighthouse together with Valencia 

(Spain) and Antalya (Turkey). 
 
The "SUMP Award" is presented since 2012. Dresden won this award already in 2014, making it the 

only German of a total of 120 applicant cities to have succeeded in doing so, alongside Bremen. 


