
 
Guide: ERC’s unwritten rules 

If you are considering to apply for research funding through the ERC funding scheme, it is highly advised to first 

acquire a firm grasp at the ERC’s very competitive requirements and expectations. Being that ERC strives to fund 

the most excelling research projects, it is truly a competitive grant that calls for meticulous application planning 

and execution. Emulating application tactics from other funding schemes is generally not enough, and most who 

take such a route will unfortunately find themselves un-funded by the ERC. Certainly, a great place to start is the 

ERC Guide for applicants. But, with years of experience, we’ve come to identify that there is a lot more than that 

which is mentioned in the guide that must be taken into account. We refer to such aspects as the ERC’s “unwritten 

rules”. Time and again, we identify another such “rule” and offer our take on how it can be achieved. Below, we’ve 

put together a compilation guide with the initial “unwritten rules” articles we believe are a true part of every ERC 

grant application. Continue reading below, and be sure to refer back to this guide as it will continue to update with 

new information. 

ERC Grant – Brining you one step closer  

As you set out on the journey to fully understand the ERC grant, a great place to start is with the article which 

brings you one step closer to the ERC grant. This is a great overview of the grant, and an initial identifier for 

concepts to come which will be further developed. 

With the initial understanding of the ERC grant at hand, let us head over to diving deep and breaking down some 

of the leading concepts which identify the ERC’s high requirements and expectations. Follow the links below and 

learn more about each unique aspects. 

● How to correctly assess ERC high-risk – High-risk is one of the most important ERC aspects. That being 

said, it is also extremely elusive and difficult to assess. This article is an excellent resource to help define 

and identify the risk aspect in ERC. 

● The non-incremental ERC challenge – How can one successfully design a project which reflects the 

naturally occurring progress forward which builds on past achievements, current knowledge, expertise, 

and preliminary results, while at the same time conforming to the  ‘non-incremental’ ERC unofficial 

requirement? This article has you covered. 

● Hypothesis in ERC – how to do it right – Although it is not mentioned anywhere in the ERC guide for 

applicants, we know for certain that ERC applications are expected to present a research hypothesis. That 

being said, the expectations aren’t as straightforward as may be expected, and there are important 

guidelines to pay attention to and follow. The article above is a great place to start. 

*This article is the property of Enspire Science Ltd. and is protected by copyright law. It should not be copied nor 

distributed without prior consent. 

 

https://enspire.science/erc-grant/
https://enspire.science/how-to-correctly-assess-erc-high-risk/
https://enspire.science/non-incremental-erc-challenge/
https://enspire.science/hypothesis-in-erc/


 
● Guide to the unique ERC open-ended requirement – ERC proposals should be seen as “open-ended” 

research projects. Since this far-sighted approach is not a common expectation in most funding schemes, 

its meaning and implications are often elusive to researchers aiming to acquire ERC funding. 

● Fragmented projects in ERC – Since ERC typically expects to present large-sized projects, this often-times 

leads to the rejection of many projects on the basis of them being “fragmented” projects. Head over to 

this article to read more about this important issue. 

Conclusion 

Certainly, being that the ERC is so extensive and highly demanding, there is still a lot more to know and understand 

about this grant. For more information, we invite you to check out the rest of our ERC guides and articles,  If you 

are considering to apply to the ERC, we are more than happy to help you realize the full potential of your research 

project. Be sure to refer to our full selection of ERC pre-award services, and contact us with any questions. 

 

*This article is the property of Enspire Science Ltd. and is protected by copyright law. It should not be copied nor 

distributed without prior consent. 

 

https://enspire.science/guide-to-erc-open-ended-research/
https://enspire.science/fragmented-projects-in-erc/
https://enspire.science/fragmented-projects-in-erc/
https://enspire.science/category/erc-posts/
https://enspire.science/services/individual-services/
https://enspire.science/#contact

