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AgriSafetyNet in brief 
AgriSafetyNet is a 24-month Erasmus+ project, started in 
September 2019. It aims to increase the knowledge of 
farmers and practitioners in agriculture on occupational 
health and safety and agricultural labour risk prevention, 
using collaborative learning methods.  

The project originated from the need to put health and safety 
in EU agriculture on the agenda of policy makers, considering 
that incidence rates in agriculture are higher than in other 
sectors. While working in EU agriculture, forestry and fishing, 
about 500 people per year die and about 150 000 non-fatal 
accidents happen. Farmworkers have a high risk of suffering 
fatal and nonfatal injuries, work-related lung diseases, noise-
induced hearing loss, skin diseases, and certain cancers 
associated with chemical use and prolonged sun exposure. 

Considering these trends, the AgriSafetyNet project aims to 
increase awareness among 
farmers, agricultural trainers 
and rural developers on the 
importance of health and 
safety on farms and labour risk 
prevention in agriculture. 

Partnership 
AgriSafetyNet has a seven 
partners representing different 
organisations and institutions:  

• Slovak University of 
Agriculture in Nitra, Slovakia  

• Comunitatea Pentru Invatarea Permanenta, Romania 

• the European Council of Young Farmers, Belgium  

• the Polish Farm Advisory and Training Centre, Poland  

• Hof und Leben, Germany 

• Edu Consulting, z.u., Czech Republic  

• Training for Development and Integration, Spain.  
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Seeds of a fruitful cooperation—
KickOff meeting in Nitra 
The Slovak University of Agriculture – the AgriSafetyNet 
project leader - hosted the kick-off meeting of the project in 
Nitra (Slovakia) from  September  30, 2019 to October 1, 
2019. 

The meeting welcomed the cooperation between seven 
partners across Europe. All partners showed a clear 
commitment to address the issue of health and safety at work 
in the agricultural sector through the AgriSafetyNet project 
that aims to train farmers and agricultural authorities on 
health and safety education through work-based learning. 

This first meeting had a full agenda: partners presented the 
preliminary results of their analysis on the state of safety in 
the agricultural sector in their national legislations and 
agreed on practical aspects of the project execution. 

Fruitful discussions, cooperation and enthusiasm marked the 
start of the AgriSafetyNet project. 
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In brief: European Legislation on 
safety and health at work  
Safety and health at work (or occupational safety and health) are topics on the 

agenda of the European Union since its earliest years. The European Union 
doesn’t have full competency on the topic, but it sets-up minimum standards 
to ensure workers’ rights, that Member States then have to translate into 
more specific national legislation. Since 1997, the EU framework on safety 
and health at work is designed by the Council and the Parliament in a co-

decision configuration. 

In 1989, the EU adopted The European Framework Directive on Safety and 

Health at Work (Directive 89/391 EEC, also known as “OSH Framework 

Directive”). It was a substantial milestone in improving safety and health at 

work, because it introduced measures to encourage improvements in the 

safety and health of workers through a strong focus on the culture of 

prevention. 

In 1994, the EU created the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work, 

based in Bilbao, with the objective to foster the sharing of knowledge and 

information and promote a culture of risk prevention. The agency has 

developed several e-tools to train workers and their representatives and it is 

also involved in awareness-raising campaigns.  

Another important step in the evolution of EU occupational safety and health 

was the release of the EU Strategic Framework on Health and Safety at Work 

2014-2020. This Framework proposes to address the challenges of (a) 

Improving and simplifying existing rules by enhancing the capacity of micro 

and small enterprises to put in place effective and efficient risk prevention 

strategies; (b) Strengthening the prevention of work-related diseases, 

including new risks such as nanomaterials, green technology and 

biotechnologies; (c) Taking into account the ageing of the workforce. 

Finally, a recent step is the publication of the guide "Protecting health and 
safety of workers in agriculture, livestock farming, horticulture and forestry” 

by the European Agency for Safety and Health at Work, in 2017. This non-
binding guide provides information and examples of good practice in 
connection with the implementation of health and safety directives, together 
with other necessary elements such as explanations and practical examples of 
the hazards and risks during all stages of farming, horticulture and forestry 

work.  
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