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1 One of the 
world’s largest 
and wealthiest 
markets 

Almost 
25% of 
world output

2 Highly skilled 
and productive 
workforce 

Leader in 
science and 
engineering 
talent

3 500 million 
consumers and 
rising incomes

22% of global 
personal 
expenditures 
in the EU 
(2015)

4 Economy on 
the upswing

Strongest GDP 
growth in years 
and dropping 
unemployment

5 Innovation and 
world-class R&D 
infrastructure 

21.2% of 
global R&D 
spending 
in Europe 
(2016)

6 Ongoing 
long-term 
structural reforms 

Embracing 
change 
in labour 
markets and 
the public 
sector
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